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J O H N C . W H I T E H E A D
SCHOOL OF DIPLOMACY AND
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
S E T O N H A L L U N I V E R S I T Y





Office hours: M 1-2, TU 8:25, W 1-2, TH 8:25
Office:
Office Tel.:





Course Description and Content
This course will cover four broad themes that will introduce you to the EU. First, we will
cover the trajectory of the European Union’s development since its inception. Second, we
will analyze the policies of some of its most influential member-states, the relationship
between the EU and Russia, EU’s largest neighbor, and the relationship between the EU
and the US, EU’s traditional strategic partner. Then we will explore some of the most
salient thematic issues (economic governance, politics, law, etc.). Finally, we will end by
discussing the current crisis and possible remedies.
Throughout the semester we will link the readings with contemporary events. Hence, you
should keep informed about current events by following print or electronic sources that
provide solid coverage of international news. A good source of information on the EU is
EUobserver.com, Euractiv.com and the Guardian. You may also want to watch BBC. If
possible you should also follow non-English media. You will get a better insight if you
follow news from different countries.
Assignments and Grading Rules
1) Group Presentation: During the second half of the semester the students will prepare
group presentations. The class will be divided into groups of 3 students. Each group will
prepare a presentation on one thematic issue pertaining to the EU. The topic must be
approved by the instructor. Presentations should be about 20 minutes long.
s d -
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Present your thesis statement, offer a historical background of the issue, outline your
argument(s), tell us what your main findings are, and inform the class about your
conclusion(s) and/or policy prescriptions.
Written summaries (max 2 pages long) of the main points of the presentation should be
posted on Blackboard four days before the presentation. Summaries must be in a
narrative form and not in bullet points. All students should read the summaries, comment
on the presentations, and raise questions during class.
2) Midterm Exam: In-class. Use of books and notes will be prohibited.
3) Research paper: The topic must be approved by the instructor. The paper must be
analytical, not descriptive. You can write an analytical paper by starting with a clear
question or a hypothesis around which you will organize your research and the paper.
While writing the paper keep that question/hypothesis always on your mind and keep
asking yourself whether you are answering it.
Do not forget to offer the reader ' your analytical position; you should do that in the
introductory part of your paper. Also, the introduction should end with a “roadmap” of
your paper where, in a paragraph or two, you provide the reader with the very basic
structure of your piece.
Your paper should also have a literature review section in which you should summarize
and synthesize key works relevant to your topic (at least five). What is right, what is
wrong, what is inconclusive, and what is missing in the literature on your topic?
The paper should be about 15 pages long,
'tlse a wide variety of primary and secondary
sources. Include proper citation of sources and a complete bibliography. You may use
any standard citation format but you must use it ponsistently.
The final paper is due on the last class of the semester.
All written assignments must be submitted in hard copy.
3-a) Paper proposal. A 2-3 pages long paper proposal is due on October 19. It must
include a clear question or a hypothesis and a description of issues you need to research.
The proposal must be a coherent well written narrative. Do not submit a proposal that has
a form of bullet points.
4) Class participation and attendance. All students are expected to do the reading in
advance and to take part in class discussion. The quality of class sessions is greatly
enhanced when students are prepared to engage the course material in a constructive
fashion. Participation will be noted and credited to your grade. Poor attendance (over two











Academic and Professional Integrity
All forms of dishonesty, whether by act or omission, including, but not limited to,
cheating, plagiarism and knowingly furnishing false information, are prohibited. Work
submitted in the course must be the product of the efforts of the student presenting the
work. Contributions of others to the finished work must be appropriately acknowledged.
Disability Services
If you have a documented disability you may be eligible for accommodations, in
academic classes, the residence halls, food services areas, etc., under the Americans with
Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. Students are not permitted to
negotiate accommodations directly with professors. To receive accommodations or
assistance, please self-identify at the Office of Disability Support Services (DSS), Duffy
Hall, Room 67. The staff at DSS will help you to develop a plan for accommodations.
For more information contact DSS at (973) 313-6003.
Required Texts
Mark Gilbert, Surpassing Realism: The Politics of European Integration since 1945,
Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, New York, 2003.
David Marquand, The End of the West: The Once and Future Europe, Princeton UP,
2011.
Ronald Tiersky and Erik Jones (eds.), Europe Today: A Twenty-First Century
Introduction, Fourth Edition, Rowman and Littlefield Publishers, 2011.
Reading Package
Topics and Readings
!Vlf .Introduction 'August 31
Evolution of the EU
Read Gilbert chapters 2, 3, 4 and 5
September 7
Evolution of the EU
Read Gilbert chapters 6, 7 and 8
Sebastian Rosato, “Europe’s Troubles: Power Politics and the State
of the European Project,” International Security, Vol. 35,
No. 4 (Spring 2011).
September 14
3
September 21 Country Studies
Read chapters on France, Great Britain and Germany in Tiersky
and Jones
Country Studies
Read chapters on Italy, Scandinavia, Russia and Poland in Tiersky
and Jones
September 28
October 5 Thematic Issues
John Van Oudenaren, “European Integration: Progress and
Uncertainty,” in Tiersky and Jones
Benedicta Marzinotto, “Economic Governance and Varieties of
Capitalism,” in Tiersky and Jones
Erik Jones, “Europe and the Global Economic Crisis,” in Tiersky
and Jones
October 12 Thematic Issues
Daniel Kelemen, “European Law and Politics,” in Tiersky
and Jones
Jonathon Moses, “Migration in Europe,” in Tiersky
and Jones
Simon Duke and Roberta Haar, “Still at the Crossroads: Europe,




October 26 EU Identity
Liesbet Hooghe and Gary Marks, “A Postfunctionalist Theory of
European Integration: From Permissive Consensus to
Constraining Dissensus,” British Journal of Political
Science,39, 2008.
Sean Carey, “Undivided Loyalties: Is National Identity an Obstacle
to European Integration?” European Union Politics,
Volume 3 (4), 2002.
Hans-Jorg Trenz, “In Search of the Popular Subject: Identity
Formation, Constitution-making and the Democratic
Consolidation of the EU,” European Review, Vol. 18, No.
1 , 2010.
Looking Forward






Read chapter 4 and 5 in Marquand
Jose Ignacio Torreblanca,' “Five reasons why Europe is cracking
up,” openDemocracy, 3 June 2011.
David Marquand, “True challenge of a European demos,”
openDemocracy, 24 June 2011.
November 9
November 16 Group presentations
November 23 No classes
November 30 Group presentations
Last Class-Group presentations
Final paper is due
December 7
M
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